
World Wetland Network
MINUTES
October 4th / 5th 2010
October 4th - 15.00hrs US / 14.00 hrs Costa Rica / 21.00hrs UK / 20.00hrs Gambia / 22.00hrs Nederlands and Spain / 23.00hrs Romania / 

October 5th - 5.00hrs Japan and S. Korea / 6.00hrs Australia
Participants:

Chris Rostron (Chair)

Minoru Kashiwagi (Asia Rep)

Esteban Biamonte (Secretary)

Baboucarr Mbye (Africa Rep) 

Mick Pattison (Oceania Rep)

Peter Lengyel (Co-chair and Europe Rep)  
Melissa Marin (Neotropics Rep)

Luc Hoogenstein (Technical support) 
Katie Beilfuss (North America Rep)

Apologies:

1. Matters arising from last meeting
Birdlife International – not shown much interest in following up the letter, but have been in touch with Birds Korea and active in the region.  CR to update letter.
Continued funding – CR and MM to discuss, 5th October, 9pm UK time.
LH has sent pictures to KM.

2. World Wetland Awards
· Overview of votes and update on numbers voting
Overall we had more than 2,000 visits to the site, with 500 people registering, and 400 votes cast (=1500 vote categories cast), covering 112 wetlands.

· Selection of winners for each prize category in each region
Some clear winners were evident given the numbers voting – it appears that some sites have had active campaigning work which has given high votes, including posting the awards link on partner websites, which is an effective way to do it.  Potentially this could mean that a relatively unimportant wetland could win a category, but that is the nature of public voting.  
Some regions had high votes in one award category, and low in the others – potential for two awards in the same category?  Agreed that it would be better to try to get three categories for each region even when some categories had only low votes.  
Where there were very low votes, this means that the wetlands are being chosen possibly on only one individual voting.  This leaves it up to the committee’s judgement to select an award in some categories.  

Where a wetland had votes in one major category, but then also votes in a contrasting category, this sends mixed messages.  Where these ‘contrasting’ votes are substantial, we can check with our sources.  Where only a few votes were contrasting, this could be seen as human error in voting.  It could potentially be malicious voting, but this should be clear once we check with local sources.

Final agreement that we should try to have 3 awards per region, even where we have limited votes for some wetland categories.  Agreed that the votes should be shown on the website, but just as percentages rather than actual numbers.  Numbers of votes should be the guiding factor here, although WWN can make judgement calls based on their background knowledge.  We will have a more in-depth discussion about how to improve the system when we meet in Nagoya.
· Possible extension of deadline in some regions?

No extension.  Better to learn from the first round and use what we have already.

· Next steps – gathering information on winners, informing them, involvement in the final ceremony.
All to chase up information on the sites allocated to them (see table below).  CR to put together standardised format for information on each site.
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Blue
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Grey

Africa

Lake Natron Basin (7) BM

Rugezi-Bulera-Ruhondo (4)

Embouchure de la Moulouya (9) CR

Asia

Nakatsu tidal flats (20) KM

Ishahaya Bay (8) KM



Lower Jordan River (112)  LH



Europe

Danube Delta PL

Riserva Naturale Regionale Foce 

dell'Isonzo (13) CR

Mar Menor (11) MM

Neotropics

Laguna de la Cocha (87)  MM

Laguna de Cube (42)  MM

Playa Caletas (340)  EB

North America

TBC?  KB

Olentangy (90) KB

Louisiana Wetlands KB

Oceana

Kakadu CP (4)

Forrestdale & Thomson Lakes (7) 

CP

Lower Merri River (72) CP


3. CBD COP arrangements 
Travel and accommodation arrangements

Everyone except BM had received their pass for the CBD.  BM to confirm.
All to send travel dates to Minoru.  MK to send hotel address to WWN committee.
Registration arrangements
MK to send letter confirming that travel and accommodation costs will be met for BM.
Awards ceremony - new date on the 26th of October. 
Presentation preparation by reps for NGO meeting – all to get summary document to Ito san by the 7th October, and final powerpoint for translation by the 20th of October.
4. Reporting (to be done next time)
Match funding resources
Reports from reps

5. AOB and date / time of next meeting
Certificates of appreciation (BM).  All agreed that this would be a nice idea.  BM to take this forward.
PL to put together a proposal for Blue/Green certificate awards.
Suggested date: 13th/14th October, at the usual times.  Apols from KB who will be at  US Ramsar meeting.

