
World Wetland Network
MINUTES
September 8th /9th 2010
August 4th - 15.00hrs US / 14.00 hrs Costa Rica / 21.00hrs UK / 20.00hrs Gambia / 22.00hrs Netherlands and Spain / 23.00hrs Romania / 

August 5th - 5.00hrs Japan and S. Korea / 6.00hrs Australia
Participants:

Chris Rostron (Chair)

Minoru Kashiwagi (Asia Rep)

Esteban Biamonte (Secretary)

Baboucarr Mbye (Africa Rep) 

Mick Pattison (Oceania Rep)

Peter Lengyel (Co-chair and Europe Rep) 
Melissa Marin (Neotropics Rep)

Luc Hoogenstein (Technical support) 
Katie Beilfuss (North America Rep)

Apologies:

1. Matters arising from last meeting
CR had sent out Ramsar message via hotmail account, as WWT account had been rejected.  CR had not chased up the Danone link – CP to research this for next meeting.

Letter to CBD

CR and partners in South Korea and Japan had put together a letter protesting about the prize from Dr Djoghlaf, executive secretary of the CBD, to President Lee Myung-bak of ROK for contributions to biodiversity.  This had been forwarded to IOPs and Ramsar secretariat had also been informed.  LH to check with BI about reaction.  BM suggested petition at the CBD COP. 
2. World Wetland Awards
· Overview of voting – actions to be taken
CR fed back on the voting.  Improved numbers are registering, but we still need to encourage people to vote.  Action: all to encourage networks to vote.  
· Regional partners and delegating activities
More action needed to get sub-regional partners active.  Europe, Oceania and North America doing this already.  Particularly relevant for Africa, Asia and South America.

· Finances and reporting

WWT needs to compile reports from partners.  CR to put together format for first report.  MM suggested that the second payment from BF should be claimed in August.  

· Promotion – summaries from partners

In order to put together promotional and PR materials, all to create summaries for their work and region.  MM suggested cartoon to encourage voting – to create for next week.
3. CBD COP arrangements 
Dates and format
23rd – Possible preparatory meeting of WWN members.

24th – International NGO meet on Biodiversity and Wetlands.  Programme looks good.  MK to add Kate Heyward as the Oceania rep, and to put Luc and Peter as joint for Europe.  

25th? WWN committee meeting to review and plan work.

27th – WWN Awards Ceremony.  Once venue type and awards identified we can discuss the exact format.

Registration arrangements – CR to check.  Aim to register all members at once.  CR to send names of participants to CBD secretariat.  Flights to be booked by each participant, and will then be reimbursed by MK through the Keidenren foundation funding.  WWT will arrange BM’s flight.  Accommodation has been arranged by MK.
An information sheet for the CBD on WWN and the award would be useful – CR to create. 

4. Ramsar 2012 (deferred from last meeting)
· Opportunities for support through Spanish agency (MM) and others.  
MM knows of funding streams that are imminent from both the Fundacion Biodiversidad, but also EU.  CR and MM to discuss.

5. AOB and date / time of next meeting
KM would like some pictures of wetlands.  LH to send a selection.  

KM and colleagues have prepared a follow up letter to the CBD expressing concern over the prize to President Lee.  This will be sent shortly.

Date of next meeting: 4th/5th of October to discuss awards.


