WWN Committee meeting– Saturday, 6th March, 2010
Website discussions
The website will allow NGOs and civil society groups to vote on wetlands of international importance, whether designated or not, at home or abroad.  In order to vote, groups must register with WWN, they can also then propose new wetland sites that are not already included on the Ramsar register.

Question: What about countries that have no NGO network?  

Discussion response: It would be difficult to change the rules to allow individuals to vote in some countries and not others.  Therefore, countries which do not support NGOs will not have any results; a poor outcome for them.

Question: How do we deal with problems of internet access?
Access to the internet is difficult in many places, particularly Africa.  African regional contacts will meet via skype to try to resolve this.  This could utilise a paper-based approach in tandem, with a co-ordinator entering the data.  BM will feedback.

Question: Do NGOs need a reference to join?  

Discussion response:  NGOs will be expected to name another (preferably network/national) NGO that is familiar with their work, so that we can check their credentials if necessary.  All NGOs applying for membership must be authorised by one of the WWN committee.

Submit a wetland
We need to add some explanation of what a wetland is, and what constitutes an internationally important wetland.  The proposing body needs to justify the wetland’s inclusion.  This can be done via a link to Ramsar.  

Question: How can we use the expertise/experience of each NGO to share with others?  This will not be resolved until late in the process.  Although the vote is anonymous, the database will be seen by the committee.  

Slogan for the website
Currently just has the ‘think global, act local’ strapline.  We need something more wetland focussed.  WWN committe to ask members for their suggestions.

Number of awards per region / continent

Agreed that 3 per region would be as much as we can deal with at the moment.  The wetland should be voted on according to the sub-categories, but this should include as many as possible, not just one.  So, winning wetlands will meet most of the criteria.  These to be agreed on.
Who receives the award?

The award is for the wetland itself, not an organisation.  This will focus on the outcome i.e. good wetland management.  So, at the CoP, we can have reps from the government, NGO and private sector present to receive the award.  
Grey globe – could include planned threats, not just current ones.  

Deadline: 1st September.  Decision by end of September.  Committee can look at results as they progress.  Release the winning names at the COP.

Brainstorming categories:

Blue and Green

Participation and involvement (of local people)
Management for wildlife and biodiversity
Tourism and recreation

Sustainable livelihoods
Grey

Industrial and agricultural impact / pollution
Invasive species
Unsustainable development (e.g. building, man-made structures, drainage and over-abstraction and reclamation)

Exclusion of local communities in decision-making
